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CATEGORY I Photo for 2023

“La Bonette Pass” French Alps
Submitted by Paul Hirsch
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2023 has come to an end and it’s now 2024 and there is a lot to look forward to. The calen-
dar 1s filling up with some good opportunities to join other members on a ride. These are great
opportunities to get your mileage up for this years BMWDFW Mileage contest. For those that
have signed up for the 2024 Grand Tour of Texas this is yet another way of getting those miles
in. Various members in the club are putting impromptu rides together which are great ways to
meet and get to know one another. Be sure you are on the BMDFW Groups.io email list or at
least visit the site so that you are aware of the happenings within the club.

This year began with a great event - the Annual Polar Bear Run that Tom Manly put to-
gether. He arranged for the club to meet at the Feedstore BBQ in Southlake. We had a great
turnout and I believe there were around 50 people that signed up with Tom. A serious “Thank
You” to Tom for putting this together and making the arrangements at the Feedstore. The
weather was a bit cool in the morning so some decided not to ride but even then, there were a
lot that did ride. After all, it is the Polar Bear Run and it might have been cold but at least we
weren’t jumping into some freezing water butt naked.

This year’s Board make-up has remained largely the same except for the Vice President
position. Bill Case graciously handed over his duties to Leslie Hillhouse. Bill brought a different
perspective to the board as well as thinking outside of the box, so to speak. He always had the
best interest of the club in mind and sought ways to make it better, including voicing the con-
cerns of other members. You've been a valuable asset to the club and the Board. Thank you,
Bill.

Many of you know Vince Breckner, some of you may have only heard his name. Vince for
years has been involved in the club holding various positions, including Tourmeister. For the
past 10 years or more he has preparing the Schedule of Events for the Club and providing them
on a monthly basis to the Newsletter Editor and the Webmeister so that all our members could
have immediate access. A few years ago, he moved down to Kerrville but has continued to sup-
ply the club with the events listings and help with the Website. In addition, he has compiled a
list of various rides put on by other groups or organizations that other members may be inter-
ested in. His continued support for the club over the past years has been greatly appreciated.
Thanks Vince.

Get to know your Board members and be sure to let them know what you enjoy about the
club as well as what you don’t like so that we can continue to improve and hopefully make the
club as good as it can be. Comments and feedback are discussed during Board meetings. Our
first Board meeting is coming up on January 27, so if you have anything to share please let us
know.

One final note. The Annual dues of $20 are coming due on January 31, 2024. We have made it
really simple to renew. You can do it online at bmwmoaf.givingfuel.com /clubdfw-joinrenew .

Dave -Can Do



“Ride your own ride”, now if | only knew what my ride was??
Written by Bill Luce

Once | started riding motorcycles on the street, | found an urge to ride curvy roads as
fast as | could without scaring myself too much. | started my journey by following a
faster rider as best | could. A problem | encountered was that my bike (a Harley Da-
vidson V-Rod) would scrape the pegs long before many other bikes, and more im-
portantly, before the bike of the rider | was following. | was definitely lean angle lim-
ited on that bike and frequently could not keep up. Eventually | changed bikes to my
current BMW R1200GSA. On this bike I've never scraped a peg, but have touched the
side of my boot a time or two. So now my cornering speed is more limited by my cour-
age. | am free to ride MY ride rather than my bike’s ride. Now as | follow someone, | can believe that if they can
ride the corner at a particular speed, | SHOULD be able to do it as well, provided my courage lives up to the task, |
don’t encounter any obstacle and my tires provide equal grip. OK, that’s great news when I’'m following some-
one, but what if I'm leading or on my own. How fast can | take the corners now? That’s a significantly different
challenge. My experience says its way harder to lead and get away from someone than to follow and stay on
their tail.

| was riding the Devil’s highway in Eastern Arizona at what | believed to be a very challenging pace on my
R1200GSA. Because | felt | was riding faster than anyone else would be driving/riding, | wasn’t paying attention
to the rearview mirror. Suddenly | hear a motorcycle passing me. My first thought was “Oh how embarrassing,
I’'m being passed by a significantly slower rider | was with on this ride” (name withheld to protect the innocent).
It turned out to be some stranger dude on a Ducati that passed me. As he went past, | thought, “I'll just hang
with him”. Well, after about 4 turns, he was gone from sight forever. | had street tires on my GSA, so clearly this
was a courage failure. | had generally been using a rule of going a little over 1.5 times the posted speed as that
was what was comfortable, but | felt | could definitely go faster. | needed some data and math skills to run the
numbers.

So, I've been waiting to get bored enough to actually perform the analysis and it finally happened. To determine
appropriate motorcycle cornering versus recommended speeds issued for corners on roads in the US (the orange
speed signs posted at corners on roads), there are 2 things to consider;
1. Just increasing g-level for a given corner,
2. Using all your lane (outside-inside-outside) to increase the corner radius. For this one, the length of
the turn comes into play. The longer the turn, the less you can increase the turn radius within your
lane and therefor a smaller increase in speed.

A little internet research showed that .28-g is the number used for driving comfort to set the speed. The
City/County/State drives the corner in increments of 5 mph and determines the highest speed that keeps the g-
level below 0.28. They do this going each direction and are supposed to set different recommended speeds for
each direction, when the values are different. I've never paid attention relative to the opposite directions to see
if there are ever actually different speeds, but that’s neither here nor there. This method is likely to result in a
conservative value as compared to my calculations, particularly at the lower speeds where 5 mph is a larger per-
centage of the speed. | also looked for the typical road width and found numbers all over the board from 8' to
over 13'. About 25% of US rural roads are 9' with the remainder being wider and most being 10'-13". For this
analysis | used 10', feeling that this is probably conservative for most of the nicely paved roads we typically ride
on.



Lean Angle Versus g Force in turns

No Radius Curve Length (degrees)
Speed | Change | 45 | 60 | 75 | 9 | 135 [ 180 |

“_----_




Speeds Versus Varying g-Levels w/o Changing Radius
leanangle| 156 | 218 | 310 | 387 | 450 [ 482
| o6 | o8 | 1 | 1

Doubling




MW MatorcycleCiub | (5 2024 Calendar of Events

Dallas - Fort Worth

RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL

BMWDFW Club Forum
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW at Groups.io Click here to join

CLUB MEETING, 6:30 PM, 2" SUNDAY, MONTHLY, except December
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX. Located on the westbound access road of Airport
Freeway at the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford. Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm.

CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2™ Saturday, MONTHLY
Destination to be announced each month. Watch BMWDFW at Groups.io

CLUB RIDE, 4™ Friday, MONTHLY
Destination to be announced each month. Watch BMWDFW at Groups.io

CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM - 8:45 AM WEEKLY

VINCE BRECKNER


https://groups.io/g/bmwdfw
https://bmwmoaf.regfox.com/24rally
mailto:dtfrankenfield@gmail.com
http://whiterockboatclub.com/

Membership
Meeting
SUNDAY
JAN 27
6:30 PM

Spring Creek BBQ
1509 Airport Fwy
Bedford, TX

D 817-545-0184

At Forest Ridge &
Airport Freeway



https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/services/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/mileage-contest-guidelines/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Annual-Mileage-Contest-Form.pdf
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Annual-Mileage-Contest-Form.pdf
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/BMWDFW-Photo-Month-1.pdf
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/bmwdfw-photo-year/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/newsletter_article_of_the_year-1/

