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My First Bike 

by RICK KALLMAYER 

 

 

I tried on my 50 th anniversary club tee shirt today and it triggered memories of my early motorcycling experi-
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in 1966.  For a couple of years, I drooled over the British bikes of that era while learning how to ride on the 

little Japanese tiddler.    
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local lending company which had repossessed it after the owner defaulted. The previous owner had com-

pletely disassembled the bike hoping the loan company would not want it so it was a bare frame and a half 

dozen boxes of parts. Even the engine was all apart, thus the bargain price. My dad helped me load every-

thing in the family station wagon and drove me home with my project. He expressly prohibited me from get-

ting oil on the garage floor or driveway so over the next week my brother helped me sneak everything but the 

boxes from the back porch down to my basement bedroom/workshop. The empty boxes with bricks in the 

bottom fooled even my mom for a few weeks.  
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days contained complete service information so I was pretty sure I could assemble the bike. I owned a start-

er set of Craftsman mechanics sockets and wrenches in SAE and metric sizes, but I soon discovered they did-
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bling all the bits where they seemed to fit.  My mother complained about the kerosene fumes, so I had to 
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The day finally came when the bike was fully assembled and ready to fire up.  My brother helped me push, 

drag, and finally carry the bike upstairs and out of the house. More lessons learned; the stripped -down 

frame went around corners a lot better than the fully built bike and there was a big difference between carry-

ing the parts down a few at a time and carrying all 400 pounds of assembled motorcycle up the stairs.  

We put a gallon of gas in the tank, and I tickled the amal carburetor and commenced to wear myself out try-

ing to kick start the engine.  Every four or five kicks it 

would blast a mighty backfire out the exhaust, so I was 

sure it would run if we could just get it to turn over more 

quickly.  We decided to try push starting the beast taking 

turns up and down the block we lived on.  Another lesson 

learned;  push starting requires dumping the clutch in a 

higher gear than first! We were taking a break in the drive-

way when a guy in a pickup pulled up and asked if the bike 
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sell it for the right price.  He offered me $200 bucks as is 

and I happily helped him load the bike up.  A month later I 

spent the profits and some savings to buy a new Suzuki 

TS185 enduro. While not as cool as the BSA, the Sierra was 

a miracle of Japanese engineering that never leaked and 

always started on the first easy kick. It turned out to be the 

perfect first bike.  eD+M 
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Chicken Please! 

Mike Valentin 

 

Every motorcyclist has a relationship with chicken. All of us, without exception Φ 

 

Our relationships ranging from ôChicken is better for you!õ; undercooked chicken; edible chicken fried 

chicken strips. Chicken can be even be used as a technical measure of our skill or lack thereof, as in 

Chicken Strips.  

No doubt chicken is commonly referenced, appreciated or ma-

ligned. None are better than the Rubber Chicken.  

My favorite non -edible chicken is an effigy. Starting with 

òôPooneró the original Boston Harpoon Chicken. He started rid-

ing with me 15+ years ago. His semi -rigid disposition made him an 

ideal companion on trips and roads through the United States. Af-

ter many years ôPooner became stiffer, ossified or embrittled. His 

progressive condition also made securing him to the back of the 

bike easier too! His rearward position encouraged smiles from eve-

ryone who saw him clucking away as we rode.  

Sadly, the mythology of ôPooner ended when he strode off following the Call of The Wild or simply follow-

ing his heart into the plains and grasslands of Texas like so many prairie grouse; somewhere near Chil-

dress, Texas. 

Within the ôPooner family, and there are many, òPJó, a.k.a., ôPooner Junior, did 

a commendable job of representing his rubber chicken line. PJ has his own 

style and appearance, with body tattoos and piercings consistent with his 

fringe attitude.  

PJõs mythos was short lived. Poor, poor PJ, came down with a terrible polymer 

degrading condition, a hybrid condition more akin to psoriasis, eczema and lep-

rosy. The hot summer sun of Texas forced him into early retirement. He lives 

happily away from the sun on the shelf in the garage where he stands guard, 

with others of his family 

watching over Raquel 

(R1250RT) and Piaggio 

(MP3).  

Today òPoonitaó escorts me on some rides, not as 

often as ôPooner or PJ would, Iõm afraid of any addi-

tional loss or harm to my fine line of rubber chick-

ens. She is very friendly and enjoys travel. Poonita 

is from a long -line of Spanish chickens from the 

province of Galicia, Spain (northwestern most of 

Spain). Her lineage is Galiña de Mos.  
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True North 

When out on a club ride, how well do you know who you are riding beside on 

our beautiful Texas backroads? Is that person trained to ride a motorcycle? 

More important, is that rider licensed with a Texas òMó endorsement and le-

gal operate a motorcycle?  

That thought came to me 

recently while attending 

the 2022 Texas Motorcycle Safety Forum 

put on in Kerrville Texas by the Look 

Learn Live organization. One of the classes 

I attended spouted off some figures that 

surprised me. Last time I attended the 

Safety Forum, the push was to reduce rid-

ing under the influence crashes and fatali-

ties. This year the emphasis was on unli-

censed riders. Supposedly motorcycles 

comprise only 2% of registered vehicles in 

Texas but figure in 12% of traffic fatalities. 

Statistics showed òIn 2020, motorcycle crashes took the lives of 482 riders and passengers in 

Texas. Of these, 245 (54%) motorcycle operators did not have a motorcycle endorsement or li-

cense, known as a Class M, at the time of the crash.ó And I thought òWow, are all of our mem-

bers licensed?ó 

To operate a mo-

torcycle, three -

wheel motorcy-

cle, motor driven 

cycle and mo-

peds, the rider on 

a Texas public 

highway must 

hold a valid mo-

torcycle license 

(class M driver 

license). To re-

ceive a license to 

operate a motorcycle, adult applicants must pass a TDLR (Texas Department of Licensing & 

Regulation) approved motorcycle operator training course. The motorcycle skills test is waived 

for persons ages 18 and above who present a valid completion certificate (valid for licensing for 
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two years) for a TDLR -approved  motorcycle operator training course and  hold an unrestricted 

Class A, B, or C license at the time of application.  

Do you have your òMó endorsement to ride your bike on Texas public roads? If not, there are 

several courses around the DFW area that can take care of that. I looked up several courses 

near Fort Worth and many of them are currently $285. (https://www.texasmtc.com/

MotorcycleSafetyTrainingLocations/MotorcycleSafetyTraining_Bedford.aspx)  

If youõve tried to win one of the recent MOA 

motorcycle raffles and bought tickets to do-

nate to the BMW MOA Fountation, you may 

be able to take advantage of those fruits of 

generosity. The Paul B. Memorial Grant was 

established in 2011 to honor the memory of 

Paul Bachorz and its purpose is to award 

grants to individuals to assist them in pursu-

ing rider education and training opportuni-

ties. The Foundation will award grants of up 

to $250 for MOA members, or up to $100 for 

non-members (neither amount to exceed the 

actual cost of the training), towards the cost 

of participation in an approved training 

course. You must apply more than 30 days in 

advance, but one of those grants would go a 

long way in knocking down the local $285 

course fees! (https://www.bmwmoa.org/page/

paulb )  

Hereõs one more incentive to get a Texas M- 

Motorcycle license.  In Texas, we are a 

òmodifiedó comparative negligence state. Un-

der the Texas modified comparative negligence standard, even though you are not completely at 

fault in a traffic accident, you may be found partially or a percentage at fault due to some cir-

cumstances. Not being trained and licensed to operate that big machine you 

just crashed may certainly come up as being òpartially negligentó. Next time 

you ride with me, I surely hope you are òMó endorsed.  

Ride ôMe ð Legally ð Donõt Hide ôEm  

òYeehaó Stephen Slisz 
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ARACHNID At Entrance to Crystal Bridges  

By Bill McGannon  


