
  

 

BEEMER ZEITUNG 
FEBRUARY 2022 

 

CATEGORY I Photo for FEBRUARY 

 

+0&-u 3"/%: ¬ $-*'' y8GHBG HR SGD 3N@C -DRR 5Q@UDKDC}x 

 

by  ANDY JONES 



н 

 

Journey To The Center Of The Universe 

Center 3 Episode 1 

With two Centers checked off my list I was looking forward to some unusual attractions 

to entertain me today, but this was primarily a travel day; I have ridden most of these 

roads a few times in the past and have been able to find a few stops that I thought would 

be fun.   

Day 10 - Fargo to Mitchell, South Dakota 

The House That Pa Built, Corn Palace 

A three-hour drive down I-25 took me through the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation of the Sisseton Wahpeton 

Sioux Tribe to Watertown, where a jog to the west and another to the south took me to De Smet, South Dako-

ta and the childhood home of children's book author Laura Ingalls Wilder. Laura's father, Charles Ingalls, 

moved to De Smet in 1879 with his wife, Caroline, and their daughters Mary, Laura, Carrie, and Grace. After 

first living in the Surveyor House and two other locations (no longer standing) in De Smet, Ingalls built their 

permanent home, the house that became known in Wilder's writings as "The House That Pa Built". Con-

struction on the house began in 1887 and was completed in 1889. After settling in De Smet, Charles Ingalls 

owned and operated the Ingalls Store from 1880-1881, a small general store selling various goods for the 

home.  Several Ingalls related buildings in a small park-like setting are identified with signs depicting their use 

and significance in the books.   

Another southbound hour put me in Mitchell, 

home of the famous Corn Palace. It is decorated 

with several colors of dried corn and grains, creat-

ing murals. The theme of the external murals is 

changed yearly at fall harvest; internal murals are 

changed approximately every ten years. The 

building itself is used for several purposes includ-

ing a basketball arena, the local high school prom, 

trade shows, staged entertainment, and the 

Shriner's Circus.  I happened to visit while the 

entire exterior was covered with scaffolding and 

canvas. Since the day was rainy and cold no one 

was working and since I had toured it on other 

trips through Mitchell I wasn't too disappointed. 

Mitchell is also the home of the Dakota Discovery Museum, which covers the time period from 1600, when 

the Native Americans were still largely undiscovered, to 1939, the end of the Great Depression. It holds one of 

the world's most complete and pristine collections of American Indian quill and bead-works. In the village area 

behind the main building are four authentic historical buildings, including an 1885 one-room school house and 

the fully furnished 1886 Victorian-Italianate home of the co-founder of the Corn Palace, Louis Beckwith. Un-

fortunately, the museum complex closed early on this rainy and dreary day so I wasn't able to visit. 

The Mitchell Prehistoric Indian Village, an archaeological site where scientists are excavating a Native 

American village, is another attraction in the city. The site, near Lake Mitchell, is believed to have been occu-

pied by ancestors of the present-day Mandan, who now reside in North Dakota. The excavation is unique in 
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that it is enclosed by an Archeodome, a climate-controlled structure built over the site, which allows scientists 

to continue their excavation work year-round.  My timing was off so I didn't get to see it. Next time! 

The Best Western motel in Mitchell had one room still vacant when I arrived at the desk. Unfortunately, it was 

a very large suite, complete with leather furniture.  Fortunately, however, the desk clerk rented it to me at the 

normal room rate. I was happy! 

Day 11 - Mitchell to Yankton to York, Nebraska 

Ashfall Fossil Beds, Johnny Carson Gallery in Norfolk, Strategic Air and Space Museum in 

Ashland 

It was easy to leave Mitchell early after a nice dinner and relaxing evening in the full-service 

Best Western and make my way to the Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park & National 

Natural Landmark, located in Nebraska prairie country about 100 miles west of Sioux City, 

IA.   

From "Ashfall Fossil 

Beds - Present View 

Of An Ancient 

Past" (available at the 

visitor center) 

What Is Ashfall 

 Nearly 

twelve million years 

ago an enormous blanket of volcanic ash from a distant 

super volcano (The Ashfall ash came from a gigantic 

explosive volcano in southwestern Idaho, the remains of 

which are called the Bruneau-Jarbridge Caldera) settled 

over the central Great Plains of western North America. 

Countless animals and plants perished without a trace 

on the savanna of what is now eastern Nebraska. But 

remains of some of them were so deeply and gently bur-

ied in ash that they still survive today as exquisitely pre-

served fossils. 

 Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park in northeastern Nebraska was developed in 1991 as a 

place where interested people can get a good close-up look at skeletons of animals killed and preserved 

by the ash storm and share in the excitement as paleontologists continue to uncover previously unseen 

fossils every summer. All fossils are being left exactly as they are found; unlike traditional museum fossil 

exhibits, at Ashfall we have brought the museum to the fossil bed so that visitors can see the actual re-

mains of real prehistoric animals exactly as they exist in nature. 

How Old Are The Fossils? 

 Using a recently developed method of radiometric dating scientists date the Ashfall Fossil Beds 

at almost twelve million years old. That's much later than the dinosaurs but a long time before the Ice 

Age. Nebraska was already well above sea level by then but still had a nice mild climate - no brutally 

cold winters or broiling summers. 
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 Just how long is twelve million years?  Imagine shrinking the entire four and a half billion year 

history of planet Earth down to the length of a 24-hour day.  Under this scale, Ashfall didn't happen until 

four minutes before midnight.  From this perspective then, Ashfall happened almost yesterday. However, 

if we compare Ashfall's date with some familiar landmarks of human civilization - Ashfall is three thou-

sand times older than the pyramids, and sixty thousand times older than Washington, DC - the fossil 

beds seem respectably ancient indeed." 

Even though I had arrived at Ashfall a few minutes before the gate opened I still had not al-

lowed nearly enough time to take it all in. I completely filled my memory card with photos and 

still wanted to take more to capture the many fossils exposed and left exactly where they died.  

Careful excavation goes on each summer inside the Rhino Barn, a 17,000 square foot building 

enclosing and protecting the dig. Standing outside and looking over the vast green rolling Ne-

braska prairie it was easy to visualize the prehistoric rhinos, dogs, cats, wolves and other ani-

mals I had just seen inside the Rhino barn. It was a truly amazing experience. 

Perhaps fortunately, the Johnny Carson gallery in Norfolk, Nebras-

ka was just a single room in the Madison County Historical Muse-

um show-casing his 6 Emmys. It took far less time than I had 

planned, allowing a more leisurely drive to Ashland, southwest of 

Omaha, to spend a few hours at the day's next stop.     

 

Just off I-80 in Ashland is the road to the Strategic Air 

and Space Museum and the outdoor static display of 

one of only four Rockwell International  B1-A Swing 

Wing Strategic Bombers ever built.  

(The B1-A was the predecessor to the 

one hundred 900 mph B1-B's that fol-

lowed.)   

Also displayed outdoors just before entering the museum are one each: a Northrup SM-62 

Snark, a Chance Vought SLV-1 Blue Scout, a Douglas PGN-17A Thor, and the mighty Convair 

SM-65 Atlas.  These amazing machines are only a prelude to the huge selection in the vast mu-

seum building, however. The real fun begins upon entering the nearly 300,000 square foot 
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main building and finding yourself stand-

ing nose to nose with the incredible SR-71 

Blackbird, an airplane impossible to de-

scribe or even discuss without using multi-

ple superlatives.  

The SR-71 Blackbird is still considered the 

worldôs fastest aircraft, and still holds sev-

eral speed and altitude records; record 

speed over a 15-mile course (2,193 MPH), 

maximum sustained height (85,069 feet), speed record from New York to London (one hour, 

55 minutes), and London to Los Angeles (three hours, 47 minutes). An SR-71 crew consisted 

of a pilot and a reconnaissance systems officer. If a surface-to-air missile launch were detected, 

the standard evasive action was simply to accelerate and outfly the missile - just "Punch It" and 

Vanish! 

The development of the SR-71 by the USAF and the CIA was shrouded in secrecy, and came 

into being as a result of a decision by the CIA to acquire an aircraft with a higher service ceil-

ing and a greater maximum speed than the U-2 aircraft. Based partly on the A-12, it was con-

structed largely of titanium, coated with high-heat emissive black paint, and uses precious met-

als (such as gold) components to help retard the 1100 degree Fahrenheit skin temperature ex-

perienced in sustained supersonic flight. Designed as a strategic reconnaissance aircraft, its 

equipment included electronic intelligence collection and radar surveillance systems plus pho-

tographic equipment capable of surveying 100,000 square miles of the earthôs surface in an 

hour. This very SR-71 was delivered to the USAF on May 27, 1966, and has the third highest 

flight hours of the fleet. It was delivered to the Strategic Air & Space Museum on March 20, 

1990.  

The museum's vast collection of hugely significant airplanes and 

related exhibits is truly astonishing. From the enormous B-36 to 

the huge B-52 (the amazing B-52 is currently scheduled to be re-

tired some time in the 2050's - an incredible 90 - 100 year service 

life!). The bombers are flanked by fighters, reconnaissance air-

craft, helicopters and the C-47, credited (along with the jeep) by 

many as the machines which were the most important contribu-

tors to our winning of World War II. 

The museum's 5 PM closing time came too soon.  Reluctantly, I left and headed west to York, 

Nebraska and its older full-service Best Western Hotel (with an on-premise Ap-

plebee's Restaurant). Sleep  came easily after a full day being on my feet (and 

the martini at Applebee's probably helped.) 
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