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Armando Almeida 

 

In our August edition of the Beemer 

Zeitung Armando and crew had spent the day 

riding from Pisco, Peru to Camana, a ride he 

said, “will always be one of the best we had.” It 

was over 12 hours riding through some majes-

tic terrain. And the next morning our objective 

was to get to Nazca, but first we visited 

Huacachina, a village built around a small 

oasis and surrounded by sand dunes. It is an 

amazing place and we flew a drone and took 

some interesting videos of the area. 

Then we moved on to Nazca and the famous 

Nazca Lines that run straight across the 

landscape, but there are also figurative designs 

of animals and plants. The best way to see 

them is from the air. We were able to view some of it from an observation platform beside the Pan 

American Hiway. From there we were able to see “The Hand”, “The Tree” and “The Lizard”.  

After lunch in Nazca, 

we made our way to-

wards the coast 

where the road cuts 

through huge dunes 

with the sea on our 

right hand side and 

the desert on the left 

for hundreds of 

miles. 

It is the way trucks 

transverse the coun-

try so you overtake 

and pass hundreds of 

them. Every maneu-

(Continued on page 3) 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/arcalmeida/
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ver is 

differ-

ent and 

you 

have to 

be on 

top of 

your 

game 

all the 

time as 

one mis-

take 

can cost 

dearly. 

It is an 

epic 

ride. 

After 

spend-

ing an uneventful night in Camana, PE we made our way 

towards Arequipa, PE where we arrived in time for 

lunch in one of the most well known restaurants in town: 

La Nueva Palomino. We tried for the first time, 

Chicha, which is a fermented beverage based on maize. 

Arequipa is a beautiful city, the second most populous 

city of Peru, after Lima and its historical center is an 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is known as the “White 

City” because much of the town is built using sillar, a 

white volcanic rock. 

One of the 

must see plac-

es in this city 

is the Yana-

huara Over-

look, a place 

that offers an 

incredible pan-

oramic view of the city below and the Misti 

Volcano in the distance. It’s lovely in the 

golden hour before the sun starts to go down, and a great place to witness the sunset. 

We also took the opportunity in the afternoon to visit the Monasterio Santa Catalina, constructed in 

1579, which is like a city within a city. You can walk through this incredible place, visiting its many 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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cloisters, gardens, chapels, 

and kitchens, and really get a 

glimpse into what life was 

like for the nuns who called 

this place home. 

After the Monastery, we went to see Momia Juanita, a little girl who was sacrificed in the 15th century 

and discovered in 1995 alongside the artifacts buried with her. Due to the conditions she was found in, 

high in the mountains, she is incredibly well preserved. This tiny mummified girl gives a glimpse into 

another way of life entirely. One of the images I will always remember of this trip was enjoying a mag-

nificent breakfast on the terrace of our hotel from which 

we could see 3 of the 4 volcanoes which surround Are-

quipa: Misti, Mount Chachani and Pichu Pichu. 

The trip from Arequipa, PE to Cusco, PE transverses 

the high plains of Peru and on this day we set an alti-

tude record as we rode at over 15,500 feet (4,750 me-

ters). The GSA did not miss a beat, but we 

were feeling it. I recall having to stop to put 

on the rain suit and not being able to do it. 

Just gave up and rode without it. For the 

first time in this trip we saw vicuñas that 

are still in the endangered animal list. “At the time they 

were declared endangered in 1974, only about 6,000 ani-

mals were left. Today, the vicuña population has recov-

ered to about 350,000”. 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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It was a day of many firsts and another one was making 

tea with coca leaves to help to cope with the altitude.  We 

rode through many different scenes and encountered 

many different climate changes and even had a bit of fro-

zen rain. The road was generally in great condition but 

we did catch a number of parts that were rough. All 

things considered it was a day never to be forgotten. 

We spent the night in Cusco, PE 

and the next day we did a walking 

tour of the Plaza de Armas and also 

visited the archeological site of 

Sacsayhuamán which is located on 

a steep hill that overlooks the city of 

Cusco, PE. It is impressive how the 

rocks are stacked together and it is believed that more 

than 20 thousand men extracted the stones from the 

nearby quarries and moved it 20 kilometers to the hill. 

We then made our way from 

Cusco to Ollantaytambo,  on 

one of the most amazing roads 

we travelled on as we entered 

the Sacred Valley, which is a 

region in Peru's Andean high-

lands that had formed the heart 

of the Inca Empire. The gran-

deur of the mountains that sur-

round it is difficult to describe.  

 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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We did an off-road excursion through the Sacred Valley and visited the Maras Salt Mines which were 

first created by the Incas. Salt is harvested from the patchwork of shallow pools via a process of evapora-

tion. The area is not widely industrialized, and the salt 

is still just bagged up, packaged, and the entire produc-

tion from the site is sold at market much the same way 

it was when the Inca discovered it over 1,000 years ago. 

We also rode to Inca ruins in Moray, 

Peru �� to see this ingenious series of 

test beds that the Incas used to see 

what crops could grow where. This is 

yet another example of the Incan inge-

nuity that makes them one of the most 

remarkable societies in the planet’s his-

tory. Impressive ! 

After a very filled day we finally arrived 

at Ollantaytambo, PE where we 

stayed in a most picturesque hotel, El 

Albergue, which was just next to the 

railway station of the train that would 

take us the next day to Machu Picchu. 

We had dinner at the hotel which had 

the particularity that all the vegetables and fruit came from a garden at the back (that we later visited). 

We went to bed quite exhausted and prepared to wake up 

early and catch the train to Aguascalientes, PE. The 

train trip, a 90 minute ride, is amazing as the train has a 

lot of windows and a transparent roof so you feel you are 

“in” the mountains as you make your way through 

“sacred” ground. We arrived at Aguascalientes, PE, bought 

the bus tickets and met with our guide who travelled with 

us on the bus up the mountain towards Machu Picchu. 

Apart from the relevance of this site, the views of the sur-

roundings are otherworldly. We were also very lucky to 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 5) 
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have a beautiful day to enjoy 

it. The first view of Machu 

Picchu is breathtaking. It 

does not really matter how 

many pictures, videos or mov-

ies you have seen. You will 

still be very amazed. 

We spent over 3 hours on-site 

with the guide giving us a full 

explanation of the history of 

the Incas; how the site came to 

be; how Hiram Bingham stum-

bled on to it; why it hasn’t 

been destroyed as most of oth-

er Inca sites; how structures 

are built using a very specific 

technique without mortar and 

not even a piece of paper can 

fit between two stones; how 

many of the stones weighed more than 50 tons and no wheels were used to carry them; how more than 

6oo terraces prevent the city from sliding down the mountain and so on. 

And to my mind came a quote I had seen before and dwelt on it as we took into our senses this amazing 

site: “Travel is more than the seeing of sights; it is a change that goes on, deep and perma-

nent, in the ideas of living.” – Miriam Beard 

We made our way down the mountain on the bus and had lunch at Aguascalientes, PE and then back 

on the train to Ollantaytambo, PE where we spent the night. 

The next day we rode through the Sacred Valley again and made our way south towards Puno, PE, on 

the shores of Lake Titicaca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed. Note: Armando’s journey is continued in the October issue of the Beemer Zeitung. 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 6) 
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CAT 2 PHOTO FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

  

 

THE  SACRED VALLEY - HEARTLAND OF THE INCAS  
 

By ARMANDO  ALMEIDA 



9 

True North 

Without a doubt one of the most obscure, yet tremendously interesting, motorcycle 

events in America is the Antique Motorcycle Cannonball Run. Self-billed as the 

most difficult antique endurance run in the world by Cannonball founding father, 

Lonnie Isam, Jr., the run is a coast-to-coast antique motorcycle competition, with 

riders viewing America’s back roads and scenic landscape, one mile at a time from 

the saddle of “Ancient Iron”. 

Not a race, the competitive event is basically an 18-day endurance run for motorcycles that are 90 

years old or older (they also have a separate class for 100 year-old and older bikes), with no modern 

replica machines allowed. These are the bikes you usually see in museums or Mecum vintage auc-

tions! Once the bikes wave off the starting line, the riders are on their own during riding hours. 

They are not allowed any help with navigation or on the road bike service/repairs. For safety sake 

the bikes are allowed modern brake upgrades and modern beaded type tires and wheels but up-

grades must appear period correct.  

The specific Cannonball route is held a secret till the last minute. Then riders are allowed to plan 

their path with an old school Roll Chart but no GPS mapping units are allowed. The entrants must 

make their own way on the Cannonball; no co-riders are allowed to help them plow their way. If the 

bike breaks down, riders must do their own repairs roadside. One 1920’s Norton entrant I talked 

with was carrying a spare gear box. I presume that’s a failing of that particular model. Since the 

run is routed along small backroads, fuel locations are 

few and far between so riders are allow auxiliary fuel 

tanks to make a recommended 100 miles between 

stops. 

In the back parking lot of Big D Cycles 

in Dallas, I recently attended a display 

of 1920’s Norton bikes that are en-

tered into the 2021 event and had a 

chance to talk so some of the riders of 

these machines. I commented that the 

ride must be tons of fun seeing our 

country’s backroads at 45 mph and 

was surprised to learn how busy the 

riders actually are along the road. Many of the bikes have a separate oil tank in addition to the fuel 

tank. Riders must stay alert at that 45 mph to make sure they are on top of the manual oiling sys-

tem on these antique bikes and mind their manual oil pumping knob. Also with the tremendous 

(Continued on page 10) 

Stephen Slisz 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/yeeha_stephen/
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horsepower these bikes put out, attention has to be paid to upcom-

ing turns and inclines that must be negotiated with advance 

thought. 

Most of the entrants are on Harleys or Indians, but there’s a team 

of local guys riding out of the Big D Cycles shop on 1920’s era Nor-

ton bikes in this year’s Cannonball. Richard Asprey (1915 Norton), 

Chris Parry (1923 Norton), Stewart Garrsion (1925 Norton), and 

Big D Cycles owner Keith Martin on a 1924 Norton. I don’t know 

them, but there 

are a couple of 

1928 BMW R52 

motorcycles I’ll 

be rooting for 

also. #8 Joe 

Gimpel and #23 

Darryl Rich-

man.  

The Cannon-

ball usually 

runs between 

the East and 

West coasts, but this year the coasts are from the Great Lakes, 

starting in Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan and ending at the Texas 

Gulf coast in South Padre Island. Closer to home, the tour runs 

through Arkadelphia Arkansas,  Texarkana, Nacogdoches,  Victo-

ria, Corpus Christi, and South Padre Island.  

A fascinating event, we attended the Antique Motorcycle Cannon-

ball a few years ago and caught up with them on their rest day in 

Hot Springs Arkansas. We walked through their makeshift garage 

in the hotel’s convention center and talked to many of the teams. 

The next morning we attended the day’s wave-off in front of the 

hotel and crossed paths with them at a couple of their rest stops.  

I hope we can repeat the fun we at that 2010 event and be there for 

the 2021 Cannonball’s finish-line run to South Padre Island. We 

have put together a 3-night/4-day club ride that catches the Can-

nonball in Victoria at the Victoria Mall shopping center on Friday 

and greets the finishers at the South Padre Island Convention Cen-

tre on Sunday.  

Interested? Check out the September 24-29 2021 - MC Cannonball/

Hwy 16 Farewell to Summer listing on your club website and see if 

this ride is for you. We’d be glad to have you. 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/mc-cannonball-hwy-16-farewell

-to-summer-ride/ 

“Yeeha” Stephen Slisz 

(Continued from page 9) 
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2021 PREMIER CLUB RIDES - maybe 
 

All the details for each of the Club Events are available by going to the Event Calendar Click here 

 

May 1-2, Fredericksburg, TX.  -  “Roads of Spring”  
 

“Thank God It’s Spring” -  TBD 
 

  “Farewell to Summer Rally” - 9/24 - 9/29 

 
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour” -  

Oct 21-24 Eureka Springs, AR  

 
For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar 

Click here 

Cancellations Resulting from the CoVid Executive Orders. Please Check the Website 
and Group.io List for Most Recent Updates  

 

RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL  
 

 

BMWDFW Club Forum 
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Group.io  Click here to join 
 

CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2
nd

 Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December 
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX.  Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at 
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford.  Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm. 

CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2
nd

 Sunday, MONTHLY 
 Destination to be announced each month. Watch BMWDFWGroup.io 

CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM  
WEEKLY.  Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, 
(817) 421-3444. 
 
AD HOC RIDES 
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at BMWDFWGroup.io Click here to 
join 

VINCE BRECKNER 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/BMWDFW/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info
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2021 UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

Ump-Teenth Labor Day Del Norte Taco Run – Sept 6 

September 6 @ 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

I lost count how many of these have been done, so I’ll call it the Ump-teenth Labor Day Del Norte Taco Run. 

If we do a ride first, it takes about an hour and a half to 

Find out more 

 

Italian Car Fest @ Nash Farms in Grapevine – Sept 11th 

September 11 @ 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Thanks to Crunch Crenshaw for the heads-up reminder. 

Italian Car Fest @ the Nash Farm https://www.italiancarfest.org/index.htm 

Nice show in a wonderful setting. https://www.grapevinetexasusa.com/nash-farm/. I’ve been to this show before but it usually conflicts 

with a trip to the Siapau NM BMW Rally Find out more 

BMWDFW 2cd Sunday Breakfast & Ride 

September 12 @ 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 

It’s Back! The Second Sunday Breakfast Ride 

With a special twist now. 

Find out more 

 Rich Mountain Rendezvous – Queen Wilhelmina Lodge Ark  

September 16 - September 19  

This rally used to be called the Jail Break in the Clouds. It used to be a rally put on by the "Chain Gang" club for BMW 650 GS singles 

with a chain drive. It's evolved over the years. It's primarily a camping rally at the campsite near the Queen's lodge up on the Talimena 

scenic drive. But plenty of people don't camp and just stay in the lodge. https://rmr4casa.com/about/its-about-the-kids/ Lot of Dual-

Sporters make this event. As of this writing… 

Find out more » 

 

MC Cannonball/Hwy 16 Farewell to Summer Ride  

September 24 - September 29  

RSVP Now! 

Some men like a fishin'. Some men like the fowlin'. Some men like to hear, to hear the Cannonballers roarin'. Mush-a-rain dum-a-do 

dum-a-da. Whack for my daddy, oh. Whack for my daddy, oh. Make sure you take, take your whiskey in the jar, oh! (fractured Irish folk 

song) The bi-annual vintage motorcycle event, the motorcycle Cannonball Run, usually runs from coast to coast - At-

lantic to Pacific.. This year, after being delayed a season by the COVID, it heads to… 

Find out more » 

 

MotoGP – Austin TX 

October 1 - October 3  

RSVP Now! 

JUST ANNOUNCED: MotoGP Returns October 1-3, 2021 Get ready for the long-awaited return of The 

Horsepower Rodeo! Today, it was announced that the 2021 MotoGP Red Bull Grand Prix of the Ameri-

cas will take place on October 1-3, 2021. Preparations are already underway for an unforgettable race 

weekend experience that is nearly two years in the making! If you are an existing ticket holder, your 

tickets will be reissued in your Account Manager early next week. No further action is needed. We… 

Find out more » 

Ending Date for the Photo of the Year Contest  

October 1 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  

This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given year.  Photos sub-

mitted after October 1 will be considered as an entry for the following year.)  All Contest forms are 

available at under the Contests tab. 

Find out more Click here 

 

BMWDFW Cool Your Rocks Annual Picnic – Dallas, Tx 

October 9 @ 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm  

White Rock Boat Club, 340 E. Lawther Drive  

RSVP Now! 

This is a premier social event held at the White Rock Boat Club on White Rock Lake in Dallas from 

6pm to 10pm with free hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks and music.  Bring your spouse or significant 

other and spend time with your fellow BMWDFW members Please RSVP for the number in your par-

ty…Find out more »  

Membership 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 

SEPT 13 

7:30 PM 

 

Spring Creek BBQ 

  1509 Airport Fwy 

Bedford, TX 

817-545-0184 

 

At Forest Ridge & Air-

port Freeway (Hwy 

121)  

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ump-teenth-labor-day-del-norte-taco-run-sept-6/
https://www.italiancarfest.org/index.htm
https://www.grapevinetexasusa.com/nash-farm/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/italian-car-fest-nash-farms-in-grapevine-sept-11th/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-2cd-sunday-breakfast-ride-suspended-9/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/rich-mountain-rendezvous-queen-wilhelmina-lodge-ark/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/rich-mountain-rendezvous-queen-wilhelmina-lodge-ark/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/mc-cannonball-hwy-16-farewell-to-summer-ride/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/mc-cannonball-hwy-16-farewell-to-summer-ride/#rsvp-now
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/mc-cannonball-hwy-16-farewell-to-summer-ride/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/motogp-austin-tx-october-1-3/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/motogp-austin-tx-october-1-3/#rsvp-now
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/motogp-austin-tx-october-1-3/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-cool-your-rocks-annual-picnic-3/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-cool-your-rocks-annual-picnic-3/#rsvp-now
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-cool-your-rocks-annual-picnic-3/

